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Demings seeks 
support for tax 


County mayor presented his plan to 
fund transportation to the city. B1 
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Magic fall for 
4th straight time 


Orlando shoots just 37% from the 
field in 113-92 loss to Miami. Cl 
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THE IMPEACHMENT OF PRESIDENT TRUMP 


By ERIC TUCKER, 
ZEKE MILLER 

AND LISA MASCARO 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Senators 
faced mounting pressure Mon- 
day to summon John Bolton to 
testify at President Donald 
Trump’s impeachment trial even 
as Trump’s lawyers brushed past 
extraordinary new allegations 
from Trump’s former national se- 
curity adviser and focused in- 
stead on corruption in Ukraine 
and historical arguments for ac- 
quittal. 

Outside the Senate chamber, 
Republicans grappled with 
claims in a forthcoming book 
from Bolton that undercut a key 
defense argument — that Trump 
never tied withholding military 
aid to Ukraine to his demand that 
the country help investigate po- 
litical rival Joe Biden. 

The revelation clouded White 


House hopes for a swift end to the 
impeachment trial, fueling 
Democratic demands for wit- 
nesses and possibly pushing 
more moderate Republican law- 
makers toward such testimony. 

It also distracted from hours of 
arguments from the Trump legal 
team, who declared anew that no 
witness has testified to direct 
knowledge that Trump’s delivery 
of aid was contingent on investi- 
gations into Democrats, though 
Bolton appeared poised to say ex- 
actly that if called on by the Sen- 
ate to appear. 

“We deal with transcript evi- 
dence, we deal with publicly 
available information,” attorney 
Jay Sekulow said. “We do not deal 
with speculation, allegations that 
are not based on evidentiary 
standards at all.” 

Trump is charged with abus- 
ing his power by asking Ukraine’s 
leader to help investigate Biden at 
the same time the president was 


SENATE TELEVISION 
Ken Starr, an attorney for President Donald Trump, bemoaned what he said was an “age of impeachment.” 


GOP continues 
to defend Trump 


President’s lawyers focus on Ukraine corruption, Bidens 
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E News of Bolton book jolts 
Trump impeachment trial. A3 


ordering that millions of dollars 
in aid be withheld — and then 
obstructing Congress in its probe. 
Trump’s legal team on Mon- 
day, including high-profile attor- 
neys Ken Starr and Alan Der- 
showitz, launched a wide-rang- 
ing historical, legal and political 
attack on the entire impeach- 
ment process. They said there 
was no basis to remove him from 
office, defended his actions as ap- 
propriate and assailed Biden, 
who is campaigning for the 
Democratic nomination to op- 
pose Trump in November. 
Former Florida attorney gen- 
eral Pam Bondi focused particu- 
lar attention on Biden and his 


Please turn to IMPEACH, A6 


UCF to fire three 
faculty members 


Professors accused of 
helping student get 
fake degree for grants 


By LESLIE POSTAL 
AND ANNIE MARTIN 


UCF plans to fire two profes- 
sors and the director of its Insti- 
tute for Simulation and Training 
because they helped a student 
fraudulently obtain a doctoral de- 
gree in exchange for the student 
helping the institute secure grants, 
the university announced Mon- 
day. 

The university also started the 
process to revoke the student’s 
PhD, which, UCF documents 
show, was completed using work 
from other students and 
amounted to plagiarism. 

“There was a quid pro quo be- 
tween” the graduate student and 
one of the professors, “providing 
funding in exchange for a PhD 
from UCF” according to an inves- 
tigative report by a Washington, 


D.C., law firm hired by the uni- 
versity. 

The student also may have vio- 
lated federal bribery laws, the law 
firm report said. The dissertation 
appears to be based on research he 
“neither designed nor conducted,” 
it added. 

UCF officials began an investi- 
gation in 2016 when someone 
called a university hotline to re- 
port a student was “being unusu- 
ally helped” in exchange for “pro- 
viding and overseeing research 
funds” for a lab at the Institute for 
Simulation and Training, letters 
sent to the three employees show. 

The student worked for an 
“agency” that provided research 
funding, the documents show. 
That agency had been making 
grants to the institute since at least 
2007 and has been one of its “most 
significant sources of funding,” 
said the report by the Cohen 
Seglias law firm. 

The university thought an in- 
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Florida Lottery leader 
resigns after allegation 


Background check 
turns up domestic 
violence complaint 


By JASON GARCIA 
AND BETH KASSAB 


Randall Hunt, the Seminole 
County fitness-club owner whom 
Gov. Ron DeSantis picked to lead 
the Florida Lottery, gave up the 
$142,000-a-year job after a back- 
ground check turned up an allega- 
tion of domestic violence, accord- 
ing to records obtained by the Or- 
lando Sentinel. 

Hunt abruptly resigned as Lot- 
tery secretary last week, about two 
months after DeSantis appointed 
him to the post — and about a 
week after the Florida Senate, 
which was vetting Hunt in prepa- 
ration for public confirmation 
hearings, alerted DeSantis’ office 
to the results of its background 
check. 

Hunt, who was never charged 
with a crime, did not immediately 
respond to requests for comment. 


A spokes- 
woman for De- 
Santis declined 
to say whether 
the incident un- 
covered by the 
background 
check played 
any role in 
Hunt’s depar- 
ture. 

“In his letter of resignation, Mr. 
Hunt acknowledges his decision is 
based on what is in the best inter- 
est of his growing family, and busi- 
ness opportunities. His resigna- 
tion was accepted,” DeSantis 
spokesman Helen Ferre said. 

A gym owner, athletic trainer 
and golf pro who moved to Florida 
from Texas in 2015, Hunt was 
largely unknown in Florida poli- 
tics before DeSantis elevated him. 
Hunt’s supporters included U.S. 
Rep. Matt Gaetz, the Panhandle 
Republican who has been a close 
political adviser to DeSantis, and 
former Republican state Reps. 


Hunt 
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Woman sues Universal 
over shock incident 


Lawsuit says 30-year-old 
was ‘electrocuted’ last 
summer at Volcano Bay 


By GABRIELLE RUSSON 


Ina legal fight against awoman 
who says she suffered an electri- 
cal shock at Volcano Bay last 
summer, Universal argues it 
didn’t know about the electrical 
problems so it had no duty to 
warn visitors, according to court 
documents. 

Universal also blamed the 
woman, saying she hadn’t used 
“reasonable care for her own 
safety,’ in the response filed last 
month to what appears to be the 
first lawsuit in Orange Circuit 
Court stemming from June 2, 
when several Universal life- 
guards and visitors said they ex- 


perienced electrical currents 
running up their bodies and the 
sensation of being zapped. 

April Carlino, a 30-year-old 
Massachusetts woman who vis- 
ited the water park with her fam- 
ily, is suing for more than $15,000 
after she says she was “electro- 
cuted,” a term that means injury 
or death via electric shock. Her 
complaint, which doesn’t provide 
in-depth details of her injuries 
and what happened, was filed in 
mid-November. 

“It is the park’s responsibility 
to ensure that its facilities are in 
safe working order,’ said Morgan 
& Morgan Law Firm, which is 
handling her case, in a statement 
Monday. “There is simply no way 
our client could have or should 
have known about the dangerous 
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China extends holiday to fight virus 


China extended the Lunar New Year holiday to keep 
the public at home and avoid spreading infection. A3 


By MATTHEW J. PALM 


Orlando Ballet’s new head- 
quarters is doing more than pro- 
viding a home for the nearly 
50-year-old company’s students 
and professional dancers. The 
gleaming white structure on the 
shores of Lake Formosa has 
sparked a spate of donations to 
the nonprofit. 

On Tuesday, the ballet will for- 
mally announce a $500,000 grant 
from Dr. Phillips Charities that 
will pave the way to install theat- 
rical equipment in the new facili- 
ty’s great hall. The contribution 
meets the requirements of a 
$500,000 matching grant from 
Orange County — meaning the 
ballet will collect $1 million. 

“It’s a tremendous honor to 
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Prince Andrew uncooperative 


A prosecutor says that Prince Andrew has provided 
“zero cooperation” in the probe into Jeffrey Epstein. A4 


Orlando Ballet collects millions on 
wave of new building excitement 
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A crowd gathers on Jan. 10 before the ribbon-cutting for Harriett’s 
Orlando Ballet Centre in Loch Haven Park. 


At least 8 die in Alabama dock fire 


A fire early Monday in an Alabama marina along the 
Tennessee River also damaged dozens of boats. A8 
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